
There has been a narrati-
ve along these lines for a
while now -- wherein it is

led to believe that plastics by
themselves are not to be bla-
med, but it is the collective be-
haviour of  the individuals or
not being responsible in the
way they manage their plastic
waste that leads to littering.

Let us project that thin-
king on a universal scale, and
imagine a world where con-

sumers everywhere who are
the end-consumers of  plastic,
do not litter. They are respon-
sible enough to always throw
their waste in the correct bin
(assuming such bins are al-
ways accessible). What hap-
pens next? Are we sure that
the bins are regularly empti-
ed and taken to the correct fa-
cilities for recycling? Are
they able to trace the waste jo-
urney once it leaves their ho-

uses? Do they have assurance
that the plastic waste is not
aggregated (or even mixed
with wet waste) and ultimate-
ly dumped in a landfill? Were
they given choices in terms
of  alternatives to plastic and
given full information about
the dangers of  plastic waste?

Each year, the global plas-
tics industry produces 300
million tonnes of  plastic. A
half  of  this is single-use plas-
tic, such as shopping bags,

cups and straws, of  which on-
ly 9% is recycled. The discar-
ded plastic lands up as ‘Ocean
Bound Plastic’ or degrades
into micro-plastic because
there is a lack of  viable solu-
tions and lack of  infrastruc-
ture for recycling or reuse.

For a sustainable future,
plastic products need to be
better aligned with the circu-
lar economy. Today, the re-
sponsibility of  the manufac-
turer often ends where the

product leaves the factory ga-
tes. However, the need of  the
hour is for product manufac-
turers to encompass the enti-
re life cycle — including end-
life and recycling — as the ba-
sis for optimising the design
of  sustainable processes. To
this end, manufacturers sho-
uld work more closely with
waste management partners
and recyclers.

The government, too, pla-
ys a critical role in solving the
problem by drafting policies,
which will discourage single
use plastic and promote reu-
sable alternatives. The con-
sumer is the last peg in the en-
tire chain and not the owner
of  the plastic pollution pro-
blem. If  we want to address
the problem at the root cause,
we look to the industry, who
along with the government,
has the resources to design
and implement solutions to
mitigate the problem.

(Wilma Rodrigues is the
founder and CEO of  Saahas
Zero Waste & Krithika is the
marketing lead)

Manufacturers & govt should come
together to solve the plastic problem

STOP THE PLASTIC SPILL: Discarded plastic lands up as ‘Ocean
Bound Plastic’ or degrades into micro-plastic because there is a
lack of viable solutions and infrastructure for recycling or reuse
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OWAISI SLAMS MODI ON TRIPLE TALAQ, ASKS
WHY ‘GETTING INSPIRATION FROM PAKISTAN’

NAXALITES ON BACK FOOT, 650 VILLAGES FREED FROM
THEIR CLUTCHES IN CONG RULE: C’GARH CM BAGHEL

New Delhi: The body of  a
male domestic worker was fo-
und stuffed in a boxbed in his
employer’s house in south
Delhi’s Jangpura on Monday.
Asecond worker also suffered
injuries in the incident. Poli-
ce alleged that the sacked
employees of  the house ow-
ner, a Supreme Court lawyer,
were behind the incident.

A police officer said,
“The former employee tried
to rob the house with an ac-
complice, but was confron-
ted by the two workers, follo-
wing which the intruders re-
sorted to violence.”

Police received a call abo-
ut an incident of  stabbing at
the Jangpura B block house
of  Amit Kumar, a Supreme
Court lawyer who is current-

ly Meghalaya’s advocate ge-
neral. When the cops rea-
ched the spot, they found De-
epak, the office boy, with a
stab wound and shifted him
to AIIMS for treatment. Ka-
mal was nowhere to be seen.

Investigation has revea-
led that the two men recently
sacked by Kumar had perpet-
rated the crime. They had co-
me looking for the lawyer,
who has been in Meghalaya
since last week. When con-
fronted by Kamal and Dee-

pak, the intruders attacked
them with knives. Kumar’s
son, who is differently abled,
managed to escape from the
house and alerted people.

Police have recovered cru-
cial CCTV footage and have
launched a manhunt to nab
the suspects. According to Ku-
mar, he, his wife and daughter
were out of  town, with only
his 84-year-old father and 23-
year-old son at home. Police
arrived and combed the enti-
re house for clues. They also
made the missing Kamal a su-
spect in the incident. On Tues-
day, at around 10.30am, when
some employees went to the
servant quarters on the top
floor, they discovered the bo-
dy of  the cook. Kamal had be-
en strangled, his limbs tied
and the body stuffed into the
boxbed in his room.

Help’s body found in boxbed in
Meghalaya AG’s Delhi house
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Meerut: A 25-year-old marri-
ed woman chopped off  her lo-
ver’s genitals following an ar-
gument in Jahangirabad area
of  UP’s Bulandshahr district,
police said on Tuesday.

The incident took place on
Monday night when the wo-
man called her lover to meet
at a secluded place behind a
place of  worship in the locali-
ty. According to police, the wo-
man got married two years
ago, but soon developed an ex-

tramarital relationship with
a 22-year-old man who lives in
the neighbourhood.

The woman had left her
husband a few months ago,
police said, adding that she
and her lover were staying to-
gether away from their famili-
es for the past two months. 

Recently, the woman’s lo-
ver had left her over some per-
sonal issues and she wanted
to take “revenge for the betra-
yal”, police said. ASP, Jahang-
irabad, Aditya Bansal, said on
Tuesday, “The woman and

her lover met Monday night,
and she attacked him with a
kitchen knife and chopped off
his genitals. The man was rus-
hed to a nearby hospital whe-
re doctors referred him to a
medical centre in Meerut.”

“Following a complaint by
the victim’s brother-in-law, an
FIR has been registered aga-
inst the woman under IPC
Section 326 (voluntarily cau-
sing grievous hurt by dange-
rous weapons or means). She
was arrested and sent to jail
on Tuesday,” the ASP added.

Married woman bobbitises lover
after quarrel in UP’s Bulandshahr
Rahul.Singh@timesgroup.com

Guwahati: The Army said on
Tuesday that its efforts to help
save lives and property in Ma-
nipur were being hampered by
local women protesters block-
ing roads and meddling in ope-
rations against those stoking
the conflict that erupted on
May 3, plunging the state into a
cesspool of  violence from
which it is still to emerge.

“Such unwarranted inter-
ference is detrimental to the ti-
mely response by security for-
ces during critical situations,”
the Army said, also tweeting a
video titled “Demystifying
myth of  peaceful blockade led
by women in Manipur”.

Last Saturday, an almost
1,500-strong mob led by wo-
men forced the Army to free
12 captured cadres of  the ban-
ned Kanglei Yawol Kunna
Lup (KYKL), including a
wanted militant identified as
the mastermind of  the 2015
Chandel ambush in which 18
soldiers of  the 6 Dogra Regi-

ment were killed and 15
others wounded.

Undated footage in the vi-
deo put out by the Army
shows women activists pur-
portedly accompanying ar-
med men in vehicles, inclu-
ding an ambulance, at Yaing-
angpokpi in Imphal East dis-
trict after firing by rioters at
Urangpat. Another scene fea-
tures a mob of  women block-
ing the route taken by securi-
ty forces at Nungshung, also
in Imphal East, en route to
riot-torn Khamenlok in
Kangpokpi district.

The video also shows mobs
digging up the entry and exit
points at the Assam Rifles base

to allegedly delay the move-
ment of  the troops. “The Indi-
an Army appeals to all sec-
tions of  population to support
our endeavours in restoring
peace. Help us to Help Mani-
pur,” the Army appealed.

On the stand-off  in Imp-
hal East’s Itham village last
weekend, the Army iterated
that it was a “mature deci-
sion” by the operational com-
mander to free the militants
given the situation in the sta-
te and the possibility of  colla-
teral damage if  it retaliated.
Unlike the police and central
armed police forces, the Ar-
my does not have the mandate
to handle mobs, for which it is

being extra cautious in the
state, sources said.

The Army is also conscio-
us of  the fact that the conten-
tious Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act, which vests on it
extraordinary powers for co-
unter-insurgency operations,
isn’t in force in a large swathe
under the jurisdiction of  19
police stations in seven dis-
tricts. “It is a law and order
problem, where only the poli-
ce and CAPFs come in. The
Army has been given a man-
date only to assist the civil ad-
ministration in maintaining
law and order,” a source in the
security establishment said.

Lifting the AFSPA from the
northeastern states is a priori-
ty for the BJP-led government
at the Centre. In the past cou-
ple of  years, the Act has been
withdrawn from large parts of
Assam, Nagaland, Arunachal
Pradesh and Manipur.

On March 24, the number
of  police stations areas in Ma-
nipur outside the ambit of
AFSPA was increased from 15
to 19. These police stations
are Imphal, Lamphel, City,
Singjamei, Sekmai, Lam-
sang, Patsoi, Porompat, He-
ingang, Lamlai, Irlbung, Tho-
ubal, Bishnupur, Kakching,
Jiribam, Moirang, Nambol,
Wangoi and Leimakhong.

Appeals All 
To Help Army
Save Manipur

Army accuses women activists
of blocking its ops in Manipur 

Prabin.Kalita@timesgroup.com

Last Saturday, an almost 1,500-strong mob led by women forced the Army
to free 12 captured cadres of the banned Kanglei Yawol Kunna Lup outfit 
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Puducherry: The Union go-
vernment has issued a notice
to French national Serge Ma-
ini, known as Satprem, who is
the director of  Auroville
Earth Institute, asking him to
leave the country by July 1,
though his visa is valid until
December 2025. Opposing the
move, a section of  Auroville
residents have filed petitions
and urged the government to
revoke the notice.

A confrontation over the
Crown Road built within Au-
roville appears to be behind
the latest development. In a
recent WhatsApp post to the
residents, Satprem said the
officials at Foreigners Regio-
nal Registration Office
(FRRO) in Chennai, who
summoned him to appear on

June 19, told him that the Au-
roville Foundation secretary
had revoked his visa recom-
mendation.

“The FRRO officers were
kind and understanding, but

they said they
had received
an order to is-
sue an exit
permit and
that I had to le-
ave within

two weeks,” he said in the
post, adding that he would be
leaving on June 30.

“I have given almost 34 ye-
ars of  my life to Auroville…
Auroville is my home and In-
dia is my country. And now I
am thrown out like a piece of
garbage by this ‘civil ser-
vant’,” he wrote in another
post. A section of  residents
believes that the foundation’s
move was an act of  vengeance

against Satprem for exposing
“irregularities” in the Crown
Road project. In February, Sat-
prem had released a technical
evaluation report, alleging
that the Crown Road, built by
the foundation through the
Central Public Works Depart-
ment, did not comply with the
Indian Road Congress codes.

However, the working
committee of  the residents’
assembly, Auroville Founda-
tion, issued a statement level-
ling several allegations aga-
inst the French national. “Sat-
prem, along with a faction of
Auroville residents, has been
involved in a false campaign,
including sending a doctored
video to Unesco, and sprea-
ding false information aga-
inst the Auroville Founda-
tion, its secretary as well as
against working groups and
residents,” said the release.

Centre asks French Auroville
resident to leave India by July 1

Bosco.Dominique
@timesgroup.com 

Ahmedabad: The ICC
Cricket World Cup is still
about 100 days away but Ah-
medabad’s hotels have sco-
red even before the first ball
is bowled. Even when booked
three-and-a-half  months in
advance, a base category ro-
om at a five-star hotel in the
city is in some cases going for
Rs 50,000 per night, accor-
ding to industry sources.
Such rooms would at other ti-
mes cost Rs 6,500-10,500.

The ICC Cricket World
Cup will be held in India
from October 5 to November
19, with the opening match,
the final and the India-Pakis-
tan showdown slotted at Na-
rendra Modi Stadium in Ah-
medabad.

The hospitality sector of
Ahmedabad is abuzz with in-
quiries and bookings. “The-
re is also great traction for
the match between India and
Pakistan, likely on October
15. Bookings have already be-
en made for the October 13-16
period and hotel rooms in the

city are expected to be sold
out on most match days. The
World Cup matches will be a
major boost for the hospitali-
ty industry here,” said Kee-
nan McKenzie, general ma-
nager, ITC Narmada.

Inquiries are pouring in
from international cricket
groups, fans as well as spon-
sors, McKenzie added. VVIPs
will make a beeline, too.

Most five-star hotels in the
city have 60-90% of  their ro-
oms booked for the match da-
ys. “About 80% (rooms) for the
match days are sold. For the
opening ceremony, and the
first match between England
and New Zealand, bookings
have already been made by
travel agencies from England
and major corporations,” said
Punit Baijal, general mana-
ger, Hyatt Regency Ahmed-

abad. According to industry
sources, base category rooms
are going for about £500 or aro-
und Rs 52,000 (1 British Pound
= Rs 104.1 at current rates);
premium category rooms are
going for £1,000 (Rs 1.04 lakh)
and above.

Atul Buddhraja, vice-pre-
sident (operations) of  the San-
kalp Group that runs Taj Gro-
up properties here, said: “We
are already sold out for two of
our properties on October 14-
16. There is tremendous trac-
tion from sponsors which are
both companies based in In-
dia and multinational corpo-
rations who have booked well
ahead of  match days for their
preparations and activations.
At least 40-60% of  our invento-
ry is booked on most match
dates and we’re anticipating a
few more sold-out days.”

Ahmedabad hotels score before ICC
opens, hotel rooms going for `̀50k

The tourament will be held in
India from October 5 to No-
vember 19, with the opening
match, the final and the
India-Pakistan showdown
slotted at Narendra Modi
Stadium in Ahmedabad
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100 Days Before Tournament, India-Pak Match Days Sold Out
Niyati.Parikh

@timesgroup.com

Lucknow: The Lucknow
bench of  the Allahabad high
court on Tuesday slammed the
makers of  the film ‘Adipurush’
for hurting the religious senti-
ments of  Hindus, and asked
how the Central Board of  Film
Certification (CBFC) had clea-
red the film for public viewing.

Observing that such films
were putting to
test the toleran-
ce of  Hindus,
the vacation
bench of  Justi-
ces Rajesh
Singh Chau-

han and Shree Prakash Singh
said thankfully, the communi-
ty did not create any law and or-
der situation.The remarks we-
re made while hearing two
PILs seeking a restriction on
screening of  the movie, based
on the Ramayan. The court,
which noted that the “nature
of  dialogues in the film is a big
issue”, issued a notice to the
dialogue writer, Manoj Mun-
tashir, and directed for ma-
king him a party in the case. 

Irked by the respondent’s
submission that a disclaimer
had been added to the film, the
court asked if  they conside-
red the people brainless. “You
show Lord Ram, Laxman,
Lord Hanuman, Ravan, Lan-
ka… and then say it is not Ra-
mayan?” When deputy solici-
tor general SB Pandey told the
bench that the “objectionab-
le” dialogues had been chang-
ed, the court said: “That alone
won’t work. What will you do
with the scenes?”

Allahabad HC
raps ‘Adipurush’

filmmakers, 
censor board
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Mumbai: Observing that
children are not expected to
have a sense of  chronology, a
special Pocso court dismis-
sed challenges to the victim’s
testimony as she could not
recall specific dates of  attack
and sentenced a man to 10 ye-
ars rigorous imprisonment
for repeatedly sexually as-
saulting and sodomising his
then seven-year-old relative.

The accused, now 30, was
also fined Rs 50,000. The amo-
unt is to be paid to the victim,
said the judge. The accused,
who had been working as a
salesman at a mall, was stay-
ing with the child’s family
for two years when in early
September 2016 she told her
mother about pain in her pri-
vate parts. When she asked
about the reason, she learnt
that her child was being sex-
ually abused for over three
months. The accused was ar-
rested on October 4, 2016. TNN

Man gets 10 yrs’
jail for sexual

assault on minor 

Police alleged 
that the sacked
employees of the
house owner, a
Supreme Court
lawyer, were 
behind the incident
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